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others, it is not because it is freshest in the memory. It
is that it combines perfectly the technique and organisa-
tion of all modern expeditions. Each separate phase in it
was a remarkable event in itself. Four big aeroplanes
land at the North Pole, the goal aimed at for genera-
tions. Throughout the whole winter four men make
meteorological recordings and other observations in this
region, with the aid of the best equipment known to
modern explorers. Four undaunted men make a journey
on an ice floe which takes them more than 1,250 miles.
And when things began to look threatening, efficient help
is at hand, and thousands of horse-power overcome the
hitherto unconquered ice in one of the severest months
of winter.

Yet we cannot confine ourselves to praising modern
methods alone. Throughout the whole of this book, the
line has been followed which was laid down in the intro-
duction, that man has become of less importance in his
relation to technique and the machine. We have sung
the praises of the romance of technique, and established
the fact that the romance of the individual hero belongs
to the past. In Arctic exploration the machine has indeed
become an important factor, nevertheless the example of
the four Russians shows that there is still room for the
great personal qualities. Men are still willing to risk their
lives when by so doing there is a real contribution to be
made to modern Arctic exploration.
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